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TONI MORRISON’S PARADISE :
A FEMINIST READING

Prashant Udhavrao Gambhire

Abstract

Toni Morrison has a central role in the African American
literary canon. Morrison portrays the alienated individual’s odyssey
for attaining the integration of the self by assimilating for discarding
the social values of the African American community. Morrison in
her novels shows the victimization of black people within the context
of aracist order. The black women find themselves in double jeopardy
of race and gender oppression. She experiences and undergoes the
same subjugation and marginalization, which any other woman
experiences under patriarchal imperialism. She is silenced and used
as sex object by men. Black colored woman had not only realized the
cruel reality of racism but was sexually exploited by both the black
and white men. In the case of racism, discrimination was based on
the different of race and color; in case of sexism on the gender. In
the present paper an attempt is made to focus on Nobel laureate Toni
Morrison’s novel Paradise (1999) in which the black women are
troubled by dominant power, patriarchy. The two mothers, Mavis
and Sweetie, come from male-centered families. Mavis is abused by
her husband for years, and finally she chooses not to endure the pain
leaves her home. Sweetie takes care of her disabled children year
after year, and she once has the idea to escape her home that is full
of sickness, but finally she fails.

Keywords: Racism, Sexism, Gender, Negroid, Imperial,
Oppression, Discrimination, Abuse, Suffering, Paranoia, Culture,
Family, etc.

Nobel laureate Toni Morrison has a central role in the African
American literary canon. Morrison portrays the alienated individual’s
odyssey for attaining the integration of the self by assimilating for
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